Name of meeting

LOCAL OUTBREAK ENGAGEMENT BOARD

Date and Time

THURSDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2021 COMMENCING AT
11.00 AM

Venue

COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, NEWPORT, ISLE
OF WIGHT

Present

Cllrs L Peacey-Wilcox (Chairman), D Andre, K Love and
I Stephens

Officers Present
1.

Simon Bryant, John Metcalfe and Wendy Perera

Minutes
RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 18 March 2021 be confirmed.

2.

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest made at this stage.

3.

Public Question Time - 15 Minutes Maximum
There were no public questions received.

4.

Reports of the Local Outbreak Engagement Board
4a

Update on current situation

The Director of Public Health (DPH) provided the board with a presentation, based
on the most up to date data.
The seven-day infection rate on the Island was lower than national figures, it was
noted that the virus was still spreading. There had been an increase in positive tests
from the PCR tests and with schools returning lateral flow test results had
increased.
The vaccination programme had been successful with 80% of residents fully
vaccinated, news on the roll out of booster jabs and vaccinations of 12-15 year olds
would be rolled out once information was provided.
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The Island was still seeing hospitalisation of Covid-19 patients however due to the
vaccination programme this was reduced, encouragement of the vaccine was still be
promoted.
The annual winter plan had been published the previous day to ensure
organisations were ready for the winter, the plan included flu and Covid-19. The
board were advised that an increase in cases would be seen over the coming
months, however it was believed that organisations needed to ensure a plan was in
place for other illnesses seen during the winter months such as flu.
The board thanked staff and believed that a strong public message had influenced
Island residents in their behaviour during a busy summer with a high volume of
visitors to the Island.
It was noted that schools had a good process in place, Government guidance had
been issued regarding the vaccination programme for 12-15 year olds, there was
some uncertainty if a second dose would be offered and the timings around this.
There was some concern regarding consent for the vaccination, the DPH advised
that a young person could consent ideally in consultation with parents, he informed
the board that he would feed back concerns to a meeting later in the week.
The board asked questions regarding the number of lateral flow test results being
submitted and asked if there was anymore that needed to be done to encourage
people to take lateral flow tests and submit their results. The DPH agreed that this
needed to be promoted to help prevent the spread of the virus.
People attending the Isle of Wight Festival were strongly being encouraged to take a
test before leaving home to attend and take a test when they return home.
It was noted that it was important to look at Covid-19 in a similar way to flu, to keep
the pressure off the NHS, the framework of the board was less about containing the
outbreak and more about identifying community spread.
A robust system was in place to transport visitors off the island if they tested positive
for Covid while on the Island and it was important to ensure information was still
available to both visitors and residents.
4b

Actions taken and required

It was noted that this item had been covered in the previous item.
4c

Update on Communications Activity

The Assistant Chief Executive provided the board with a brief update on the activity
around communications and engagement. Over the summer the stay safe message
was being promoted, along with regular testing, isolation, vaccination, face
coverings and hand, face, space to both residents and visitors on the Island.
#findyourspace had been pushed through various social media and advertising
campaigns.
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In partnership with Visit IW and the Chamber of Commerce to ensure clear and
concise covid messages were being given, this also included local businesses and
transport operators. Regulatory services had worked throughout with businesses to
ensure guidelines were followed correctly.
It was noted that people had a personal responsibility to stop the spread of the virus
and communications continued to put out messages to inform residents.
Questions were raised regarding the booking system for second vaccinations, some
residents had been advised they would need to travel to the mainland for this, the
DPH advised that he was not aware of any problems with the system, however this
may have been caused when vaccination centres changed the vaccination being
provided.
There was some discussion around vaccination passports, the board were advised
that it had been suggested that these may be needed for pubs and clubs etc rather
than introducing another lockdown. It was noted that keeptheislandsafe.org
contained guidance which included a sign post to the NHS covid pass and the NHS
covid-19 app.
5.

Members' Question Time
There were no Member’s questions submitted.

CHAIRMAN
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