Appendix 6, Item 1

APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981
Isle of Wight Council Definitive Map and Statement

Application Deletion of section of Public Footpath NT46 along sea wall fronting
Beach Cottage, Castlehaven, Niton, IW.

Interviewer Darrel Clarke, Rights of Way Manager, Rights of Way, IWC (DRC)
Vene I
Date 21 July 2016

Mr Eldridge was born on 11" August 1946 and has lived in Niton all of his life, with the
exception of 9 years whilst serving in the Royal Navy (approximately 1960 — 1970).

Mr Eldridge explained that his Mother worked at the café at Beach Cottage from the late
1940s until the early 1960s. There was a lean-to on the eastern side of the Cottage which
was the kitchens/serving area for the café. The grounds/gardens of Beach Cottage, which
then included the village green area, were used for seating for the café - there was seating
and deck chairs etc. Access was gained between the garden of Beach Cottage and the
village green area through a gate (this still exists now). There was a further structure at the
southern end of Beach Cottage grounds adjacent to the sea wall. One side of this (facing
the area which is now the village green) was used for the storing of seats and deck chairs.
The other side of the structure was a tea-room used by patrons of the café when shelter was

required from the weather.

Mr Eldridge has recollection of the area from age 5 onwards and described spending much
of his childhood at Castlehaven. Between May and September he would go to Castlehaven
every day after school (as his Mother was working at the café) and would often be there in
the evenings as his Father (who worked for Cheek Brothers) was at Castlehven making pots
and fishing. His Father was later involved in the construction of the first timber caravans in
the late 1940s, early 1950s. Mr Eldridge would spend most days at Castlehaven during the
school holidays — it was a very popular beach/area. This continued until the early 60s by
which time he was in his mid-teens and therefore more independent and not having to be
with his parents after school.

During his childhood, Beach Cottage, the café, the village green and the campsite/caravan
park was owned by a Mr Haynes. He recalls the whole of this area being owned by Mr

Haynes and it was very much a private area.

He recalls the sea wall as it existed at that time. At the eastern end of it was a white picket
gate with “private” on it. The word “private” was on a rectangular plaque affixed to the middle
of the gate. The gate was next to the deck chair/tea room structure explained previously.
On the other side of the gate was the top of the sea wall as it exists today. The situation can
be clearly seen in the photo of his Mother and Sister-in-law. The plaque can be seen in the
middle of the gate. The public didn’t use the sea wall to gain access to the cliff path as this
would have meant them going through an entirely private area i.e. garden and grounds of
Beach Cottage and the camp/caravan site. At that time the public could simply walk off of
the green onto the beach, between groynes. There was a well dug in the foreshore for the
purposes of catching crabs and lobsters. He recall being able to walk down to this, past it
and then along the beach below the sea wall and the seaward side of groynes in front of the
seawall. The public then made their way up the coastal slope but this was not where NT46
is shown on the Definitive Map — it was much further along the coast, past the camp site and
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